
 

 

WEST RANCH HIGH SCHOOL 
AP Computer Science Principles 

 
Mr. Casey Burrill 
Computer Science Instructor 
E-mail:  cburrill@hartdistrict.org 
www.wrwebheads.com 
(661) 222-1220, x513 
 

 
West Ranch High School Mission Statement 

 
“West Ranch High School is committed to challenging and motivating each student to 

achieve excellence and become a responsible and valuable member of society.  Through 
relationships, rigor, and relevance West Ranch High School promotes integrity, 

distinction, and vision.” 
 
 

AP Computer Science Principles  
is a college-level computing course that introduces students to the breadth of the field of 
computer science. Students learn to design and evaluate solutions and to apply computer 
science to solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs. They 

incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new knowledge. Students 
also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the 

internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture 
that is collaborative and ethical. 

 
 

Course Credit 
AP Computer Science Principles qualifies for Practical Art Credit. 

 
 

Course Outline 
The AP Computer Science Principles course reflects what computer science teachers, 
professors, and researchers have indicated are the main goals of an introductory, college-
level computer science course: 

• Computational Solution Design—Design and evaluate computational solutions 
for a purpose. 

• Algorithms and Program Development—Develop and implement algorithms. 
• Abstraction in Program Development—Develop programs that incorporate 

abstractions. 
• Code Analysis—Evaluate and test algorithms and programs. 
• Computing Innovations—Investigate computing innovations. 
• Responsible Computing—Contribute to an inclusive, safe, collaborative, and 

ethical computing culture. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Classroom Behavior Expectations and Academic Integrity 
 

 

 
No electronic devices (iPods, MP3 players, smart glasses, gaming devices, Apples 
watches, cell phones will not be allowed to be turned on during class). Using smart 
phones during school has been shown to increase student anxiety and decrease productive 
learning. 
 

• West Ranch High School has adopted a personal device policy that requires cell 
phones to be stored during the instructional periods. This policy can be found on 
the school website under “Students” and includes school consequences. Cell 
phones and iPods can become a distraction in the classroom and may take away 
from valuable instruction time unless used in a manner that supports instruction 
and learning as directed by the instructor. 

 
• Their cell phones will stay in the assigned cell phone holder at the front of class 

the entire class period.  
 

• Failure to turn in all cell phones at the beginning of class will result in a zero on 
assignments and assessments completed during class. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Course Grading 
Grades will be tabulated on a points possible system. Projects, quizzes, participation, and 
tests will be given a point value based upon their importance. The student’s grade will be 
calculated at the end of each five-week period.  Appropriate interventions will be 
provided for any student still working toward mastery of content standards. The 
following scale is used to determine student grades: 
 
A = 90 – 100% 
B = 80 – 89% 
C = 70 - 79% 
D = 60 - 69% 
F = 0 – 59% 
 
 
 
Closing 
I am very excited to work with you this semester in Computer Science, together we can 
have a great time while learning. If you find that you need extra help, please come to my 
classroom Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday before school between 7:30am and 
8:15am or e-mail me at any time. 
 
 
Casey Burrill 
Computer Science Teacher 
cburrill@hartdistict.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

West Ranch AP Computer Science Principles  
Agreement to Syllabus Content- 

 
 

 
Print Student Name____________________ 
 
Class Period ______ 
 
Student Signature_______________________ 
 
Parent Signature______________________  
 
Date _______________ 
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